Four Lights 


“Then he showed four MMhits when he wished 


them to set full sail 


-%.. which I was automati 


low in his wake.” . 


"From “First "Round tho World by Magellen.”” 


“bir 


VOL, III, No. 4 uae. 


THERE 


A long time ago when I was six years old, my 
parents lived in a neighborhood of the city of Copen- 
hagen where there was a slHortage of girls among the 
children. My boy panions were average, healthy 
boys. They had thei’ e of fist-fighting among them- 
selves as well as ther “gangs”, activities from 
y excluded, simply because I 
did not have what it took in either desire or physical 
strength. I did not like the boys to fight. I didn’t like 
being left out. But I liked still less, I must admit, to 
be included to the point of being the victim, which 
happened upon rare occasions! I knew that I would 
only be humiliated should I try to fight back. Some 
way had to be found out of the dilemma, and fate — or 
was it God? —came to my rescue. 


As I remember, the method which I happened upon 
I used in at least three instances, with three different 
boys. As the boy started hitting me I pulled myself 
together to look squarely at him while I tried to keep 
from crying or dodging his blows. He didn’t get but a 
few dealt before he became uneasy, looked searchingly 
at me, only to turn his eyes away and, without a word, 
run away as fast as he could. At our next meeting, 


‘however, he found some way of showing me that he 


wanted us to be friends, and a very rare friendship ours 
turned out to be, ; 


I realize now, of course, that such belligerence 
oftentimes is caused by a feeling of inner frustration on 
the part of the belligerent, and thus has very little to 
do with the immediate situation. However that may be, 
having seen these tactics work, I applied them. several 
times during my growing years but thought very little 
of it, and by the time fist-fights were no longer the 
order. of the day — during my later childhood —TI had 


- thoroughly forgotten the whole thing— until a few 


years ago. 

I am now the mother of two children. Nanna. is 
eight, Tom five years old. Some three or four years ago 
when I was, through them, again confronted with the 
fist-fight problem, I remembered, and wondered whether 
it wasn’t possible to teach little children about. true 
human dignity, that there is another way, that just hit- 
ting. back leaves us where we were before, thatno one 
gains anything through destruction or injury, and that 
no one is ever really pleased or happy about it afterward. 


- happened. Occasionally, a couple of times 
came home to tell me that she had tried to do as I 


_ but surely the idea had been taking 
several years, and had become her own. 


_or another as she 


during which little Tom caught on! 


IS ANOTHER WAY 


I proceeded to tell Nanna about my own childhood 
experiences and suggested that she try my method 
sometime. I ishacton on the subject again only when 
she told me of fights she had been in, and even then 
just lightly. Several months would pass without any 
mention of this in any way. For several years nothing 


perhaps, she 


suggested. “But, Mummy, it doesn’t work. You just 
get beaten up if you don’t hit back!” To this I would 
say casually, “Well, maybe so. I don’t know.” Then, 
after a moment, “I’m pretty sure, though, that you were 


_ Scared to death. Of course, if you are scared it doesn’t 


work.” 
But miracles do happen! One day a few months 


-ago she told us at supper time — not until then did she 
-. think of it — that on her way home from school she had 


been struck down by a big boy. Instead of crying or 
running away, she had gotten to her feet and had stared 
silently and persistently at the boy — whereupon he had 


"Phat Was hot too anxious to tell us aad that 


she reported the incident calmly meant to me that slowly 
root during these 


_.. This doesn’t: mean, of course, that from now on she 
will consistently solve fist-fight problems that . That 
would be too much to expect, but it can, and I it 
will, mean that she will work with the idea in one way 
‘ows up and matures. 


At the time this happened, her father and I took 


Ry care to give her story no great importance, for we 


elt that should we elaborate upon it and hash it over 
with her, she would lose the feeling of having solved a 


_ problem independently, and thus be less likely to try 
_ again. 


Later on, however, we did have some discussion, 
Not exactly in 


- practice, but indeed intellectually, much to the. distress 
. Of his little friend and playmate, Billy. Tom would start 


off on a long-winded lecture like this: “Now, Billy, if 
someone hits you, you mustn’t hit back, for then you'll 


be in a fight, and someone has to stop sometime, and 


.. +” a lecture which Billy knows so well now. that 
when Tom gets to the second sentence Billy explodes 
and bellows at him to stop. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The High School Victory Corps 


At the WIL Annual Meeting last spring, 

a resolution was adepted protesting the militar- 
ization of school children through the High 
School Victory Corps, and a copy of the resolu- 
tion was sent to Commissioner Studebaker. He 
replied with a two-page letter and charts, de- 
fending’ the setting up of the Corps. Betty 
Jacob, our chairman on this subject, has seen 
the letter, and has prepared the following 
memorandum addressed to Miss Detzer and 
through her to all our members. Her discus- 
.. sion shows the gist of Commissioner Stude- 
‘baker’s argument, fo which, she says, three 
specific answers should be made. We quote: 


I don’t know what Mr, Studebaker means when he 


says there is no pressure om the schools to adopt or 


extend the Victory Corps program. What more pressure 
could be used (outside of force) than (2) the Federal 
Government’s working out a system of standardized 
curricular and extra-curricular subjects. In this period 
of national crisis when every suggestion from the gov- 
ernment is looked upon as an order, a detailed outline 
of curricular subjects is bound to be considered by local 
superintendents of schools and individual principals in 
the same category as an order. For example, four pre- 
induction courses are required of all students in the 
Philadelphia schools, and most faculties and Boards of 
Education have appointed one person whose particular 
job is to supervise the development of the High School 


_ Victory Corps in his area. (b) Senate Bill 875, which 


was approved by the Senate Committee on Education 
and Labor, on May 4, states, Section 2, lines 1 through 5: 
“The sums made available under this section shall be 
used for making payments to States which have sub- 
mitted, and had approved by the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation (hereinafter referred to as the Commissioner) 
State plans meéting the requirements of section 3.” 
These sums amount to $8,484,377 for each fiscal year. 
What greater power could be used to put a program 
into effect? (c) The publications and publicity put out 
by Mr. Threlkeld’s.department, particularly the basic 
manual and handbooks dealing with Physical Fitness, 
Community Service, etc., and the monthly magazine, 
“Education for Victory,” are a form of pressure against 
which no private organization has the financial capacity 
to compete. The handbooks are all expensive layouts, 
beautifully done, and obviously must have taken a great 
deal of time by people, particularly acquainted with high 
school age young people. 

(2) The W.LL.’s basic concern with the develop- 
ment of the High School Victory Corps came from the 
initial statement in the basic manual: “The objectives 
of the high schools’ wartime program, to which the 
Victory Corps is related, are: (1) the training of youth 
for that war service that will come after they leave 


‘school; and (2) the active participation of youth in the 


community’s war effort while they are yet in school.” * 
Dr, Studebaker substantiates this purpose in his letter 
to you when he says: “It has served to enable 100%, of 


- the students to feel that they are a part of the great 


national effort.” To belong to any division of the Vic- 
tory Corps the student (whether boy or girl) must take 
military drill and according to the basic manual “if drills 
are to be properly conducted a drillmaster, with a staff 
of assistants, must be selected and trained.”+ The 
handbook on Physical Fitness goes even further and 
has a section on grenade throwing and combative 
activities. 

The problem is greater and more subtle than it 
would appear to be on the surface. Anyone can argue 
that Commando practice is merely an interesting form 
of physical training which is good for all young people. 
Our concern, however, is with the psychological effect 
on the young people of this age. We saw a great deal 


of the young people of Germany in 1939. I have never 


(Continued on page 3) 


The: End: the 
“The end exists m the means.” As children experi- 


ence so do they grow and become. The learnings of 8 


life are best taught by the parents and by the teachers 
of the child’s earliest years. The pattern is set in the 
home, the school, the church, and the community. 
Wherever children are they are learning. Wherever 
adults are they are teaching. If parents and teachers 
are themselves living and working towards those objec- 
tives that make for goodwill towards each other, and 


the enrichment of each other’s lives, children are more | 


likely to acquire the attitude of willingness to do the 
more constructive things than do otherwise. 


“Willingness to do” develops as any other habits — 
of life through discipline and through doing. Discipline. — 


is strengthened through satisfaction in the results of 


discipline. Habits of obedience, of self respect, self — 


reliance, self control, endurance, courage, cooperation, 
successful accomplishment — these and more enter into 


the “build up”. All of these can be practiced in the — 


normal work and play of every day life. 


Children unconsciously absorb the viewpoints of — 


their parents. In early childhood parents can take 


thought regarding their attitudes towards each other _ 


and towards children of other families with different 
religious, racial, and national backgrounds. The pro- 
gram can be immeasurably assisted through definitely 


planned situations. All of the many sidelines of our — 


modern educational 
make the business of right learning a pleasurable thing 


— international folk songs and games; plays and page- 


programs can be called upon to — 


(Tune: London B 
Help us build a Beidge of Peace, 
Beidge.of Peace, Bridge of Peace, 

oe Help us build a Bridge of Peace, i 
— Now we have ous Bridge 
Bridge of Peace, Bri 
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ge of Peace 


(Tune: London Bridge} 


{Let us'live in friendly ways, 
Friendly ways, friendly ways, 

Let us live in friendly ways, 
High-oh, Laddies! 


ve hawe ous Bridge of Peace, i 
irkige of Peace, Bridge of Peace, 
ve have ous Bridge of Peace, 


assies and Laddies! 


ants of friendship and goodwill; pictures and posters 
and costumes of the varied peoples of the earth; crafts, 
models, art of all kinds. An organized desire to create, 


+40 construct, to build, to make beautiful, is in itself an . 


antidote to the orgy of planned destruction so rampant 
in the world today. 
— Ida P. Stabler. 


Nev:s has come from Zurich of the death of Lida 
Gustava Heymann, one of the organizers of the Inter- 
national Congress of Women at The Hague, 1915; a 


* Vice-President of the Women’s International League 


when it was renamed in 1919; and the leading spirit of 
the WIL German Section founded in 1915. 

All of us who knew Frau Heymann realize that 
one of the greatest women of our time has died. Once 
the wel) sheltered daughter of a prosperous family in 
Hamburg, she early identified herself with controversial 
movemeits — regulation of prostitution, women’s rights, 
universal suffrage, and international peace. Then she 
and Dr. Anita Augsburg joined forces and from their 
beautiful home in Munich continued their work, locally, 
nationaliy .and internationally, All who attended the 
WIL Congresses will remember the two striking looking 
women-—devoted friends .and colleagues—— through 
wealth and success, exile and sickness. Up to the end 
of her seventy-five years Frau Heymann continued to 
write — books, newspaper and magazine articles. Now 
Anita Augsburg is left to grieve for her — almost eighty- 
six and a frail invalid. 


* (Continued from page 2) 


seen a healthier, stronger, and more group minded and 
idealistic set of young people. They were hard as rocks, 
could stand all kinds of physical exertion and seemed 
to be carried away with the force of a great ideal — but 
this was the group on whom Hitler depended to carry 
out his most violent pogtoms against Jews, and they 
have been the backbone of the German army. If young 
people at this very susceptible age think of war as the 
great ideal and Commando activities as a great adven- 


ture it may have very serious repercussions in the future. 


Far more serious to some of us, however, is the fact 


that the high school Victory Corps does nothing to 


prepare these young people for the problems of- the 
pene. Reg of one’s attitude on the war, it is 
mpossible to ignore the fact that most of these young 
people will not be military leaders in war but will be. 
the ones on whom the main responsibility for a new 
world order must rest. We cannot help but be con- 
cerned at the point where there is no training to prepare 
them for these gigantic problems. Under Wartime 
Citizenship in the basic manual there is a section read- 
ing: “There should be more positive teaching of the 
meaning of , of our history, heroes, and tra- 
ditions, and the duties and responsibilities as well as 
the privileges of citi ip, of our American neighbors, 
beth North and South, and of our Allies in the United 
Nations.” § As far as I can see, there is nothing about 
the responsibilities of understanding world organization, 
world government, and in particular the fact that we 
must learn to live with our enemies as well as our allies 
if we are to build a world without war; nor can I find 
any section dealing with the very real problems of race 
and economic inequalities. 

(3) Mr. Studebaker enclosed the two tables pre- 


pared by Dr. Paul E. Elicker as proof that the best 


traditions of liberal education are not being neglected. 
Quite frankly, it would seem to be very graphic proof 
of the fact that the broadest bases of democratic educa- 
tion, the high school, is giving young people vocational 
and technical training almost entirely. His chart No. 1, 
entitled “Courses Recommended for Victory Corps 
Students,” includes 4 out of 5 sections on vocational 
and technical training. The only reference to prepara- 
tion for the liberal arts is in the last half of the division 
on Community Service, which reads: “To continue prep- 
aration for such occupations as teaching, social work, 
medicine, dentistry, librarianship and business.” 

_ Personally, I can’t help but feel these three basic 
trends in the Victory Corps: (1) the trend towards 
Federal standardization of curricular and extra-curric- 
ular work; (2) the psychological, physical, and scho- 
lastic preparation of high school students for war rather 
than the problems of peace; and (3) concentration on 
vocational and technical training to the exclusion of the 
liberal arts are absolutely opposed to our whole phil- 
osophy, and should be constantly watched and opposed 


— Betty Jacob. 
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A Peace to End Wars? Study and Action Manual for High — 7 
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News from Washington 


The surrender of Italy will bring a sense of relief and grati- 
to all those who have loved that beautiful country, and 
or an end of this awful war. That end is not yet here, 
but it is in sight. And whether we are pacifists or non-pacifists— 
however we may differ on the issues of this war—all Americans 
will surely rejoice not only because the Armistice may save the 
lives of thousands of American boys, but because the Italian 
people, too, may now look to a time when they shall be released 
- from the long and hideous struggle into which the Fascist Party 
plunged them so many years ago. Those who have known the 
ancent splendor of the Eternal City, or who have cherished the 
elusive charm and beauty of Florence, or who. have walked the 
dear streets and by-ways of Francis’ Assisi must have hearts full 
of emotion and gratitude that these lovely cities, as well as their 
people, may now be spared. 

As I write this, it is still too early to know, however, whether 
Germany will seek revenge and continue the fighting in Italy; 
it is too early to know whether the terms of “unconditional sur- 
render” will be harsh and heavy, or whether the United ‘Nations 
will be wise enough and good enough to offer generous treat- 
ment to the people of Italy. But whatever happens, a new phase 
of the war has now begun. Or rather, the first phase of the 
peace is now to start. It will be a tragedy of the first order if 
our military and political control will perpetuate a decaying status 
quo and lay a dead hand or the revolutionary forces waiting to 
be born. For winning the peace begins now in earnest. 


(Continued from page 1) 

.. During all this I do nothing. The idea has taken 
hold and must be left alone to matufe soundly. At one 
point, however, I did wonder whether I should interfere, 
but decided not to. Tom greeted me one day with this: 

“You know, Mummy, I hit Billy and Billy HIT BACK! 
Such are growing pains. ; 
Just the othe day I discovered that Billy does know 
the rest of Tom’s lecture, much as I had wondered. The 


two of them came and told me that a big boy had wanted. 


to prove his superiority (that wasn’t quite Billy’s and 
Tom’s way of putting it).and that they had gotten to 
their feet and stared at him;swhereupon the boy had 
disappeared! And Billy was by far the more excited 
to tell me about it. 


It seems to me very worth-while to teach this “other 


way” to little children. The little child is still so rela- 
tively untouched by the various diverting and perverting 
influences of our complex society that his natural re- 
sponse to the best in himself and all of mankind is a 
much keener and richer one than that of the adult. 

To make this idea attractive to the child (and to 
the parent as well) one must remember that he is not 
refusing to fight. Indeed he fights in a very real sense, 
if fighting means to stand up for one’s rights. He is 
merely choosing different weapons and refusing to injure 
anyone, taking two blows rather than giving one, as 
Harry Emerson Fosdick puts it. Another point to stress 
with the child is that any belligerent child will, if his 
opponent refuses to injure back, recognize at least sub- 
consciously that the opponent is in the right, and, with 
the essential fairness of children, will turn about and 
become a 1eal friend. 

The third point I would stress—not to the child, 
but to any adult ready to embark on this idea -— is this: 
be sure to treat the whole idea casually. Let there be 
no more discussion than the child demands. Let it be 


known, definitely though casually, that it is your way, 


and that although you know it to work, it is possible 
that it doesn’t for some people. Otherwise it cannot 
become the child’s own, as a way of life as natural and 
“matter of fact as brushing teeth, as generally desirable 


and truly civilized as human kindness. 
— Beth Bolling. 


There are two dangerous dregs in the political life: of the 
United Nations which can completely defile and corrupt the 
military outcome of the War. One is the old and worn-out 
theory of isolationism again trundled out by one wing of thé 
Republican. Party. The United States can no longer, and should 
no longer, try to live to itself alone, The world moves forward, 
not backward. It is futile to try to stem, not only the political 
forces of change, but the scientific development of the world as 
well. And isolationism belongs to yesterday when airplanes flew, 
only in the imaginations of men, and where the frontier was a 
geographical reality. - 7 

The WIL was founded as an international body and has 
always repudiated a policy of isolationism. But we have re- 
pudiated just as vigorously the fact of Empire. I ami convinced 
that American insularism will take on fresh life and vigor unless 
the Tories of Europe are prepared to stop their futile preaching 
against isolationism and get on with their own job of liquidating 
the black sin of Empire. European imperialism and American 
isolationism are twin evils which must die together. If British 
imperialism continues to flourish, it will fan the flames of Ameri- 
can isolationism into new life. 

We are on the threshold of a new age. We must meet it 
with new awareness of cur obligation, mot to the past—but to 


the future. 
— Dorothy Detzer. 


September 10, 1943. 


A member of the Executive Committee of the 
English WIL — Mrs. Maude Brayshaw of near Man- 
chester, England — has just been made the first woman 
Clerk of the British Quakers. Despite the equality of 
the sexes which has been a leading feature in the life 
of the Society of Friends, it is only this year that the 
Quakers of Great Britain have for the first time chosen 
a woman to be the Clerk of their Yearly Meeting, an 
office in which the responsibilities of chairman and sec- 
retary are combined. / 


THIS IS A WAR‘ OF IDEAS—A new folder about the WIL, 
with membership blank attached. 534” x7”, price $1.00 


per 100, 
WIL PRICE LIST (just issued). 100 worthwhile current items 
listed — Free. (If you send 10c for postage we will send 
- the Price List and a packet of free material.) 


CHRISTMAS CARDS—Four new designs, Sc each with en- 


velope; send 50c for sample packet, new and old designs, 
to either 1924 Chestnut St. Philadelphia 3; Pa. or WIL 
oe Headquarters, 246 Emerald St, S.E., Minneapolis, 
inn. 


JANE ADDAMS CALENDARS for 1944 — This year. will 

be printed only in the large ($1.00) size, with a brand new 

_. set of quotations taken from Jane Addams’ i Order 

., your calendars now, for Christmas gifts, and for your own 

use, from 1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. or 
through your branch. 

THE BRIDGE OF PEACE POSTER — 17” x 20”, price 10c 


postpaid, for sale at WIL Literature Departmert, 1924 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


FOUR LIGHTS 


Owned and published by Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 


National Literature Department 
1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


Published monthly, except~August and September 
Subscription price 50¢ - Single copies 5c 
National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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